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Artists become evangelists for the 
information as they move through 

the process of translating the 
informational to the expressive. *

- Barbara Satink Wolfson
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What can art say for nature? 

Images can help us to focus, build affection, and to reimag-
ine things that maybe never even captured our attention. 

Fire and flora have old secrets, infinitely subtle inspiration, 
and fresh perspectives to provide. As we mourn what we’ve 
lost, dedicate ourselves to what we can steward, and re-
form our laws, society, and our minds, art and culture are 
the oxygen for new growth. 

It’s in this spirit that Treelogy was conceptualized. Three 
original musical compositions were commissioned by The 
Soraya. They are dedicated to three of California’s most 
iconic tree species: the giant sequoia, coastal redwood, and 
Joshua tree which were all hard hit during the wildfires of 
2020. Fires consumed much of the state’s beloved natural 
space, and disrupted environments that took thousands of 
years to develop

Treelogy, the exhibit, co-curated by Addy Gonzalez of 11:11 
Projects and Miles Lewis of Valley Art Workshop, explores 
the shared experience of fire and the trees’ function as eco-
logical cornerstones. The featured artworks address fire’s 
various roles as creator, destroyer, and regenerator. Viewers 
are invited to revisit the images and understandings of this 
phenomenon as we all strive for a more complete and sym-
biotic relationship between humans, landscapes, and fire.



Overwhelm, Miles Lewis



Close on the Dixie Fire - Night Burn, Ethan Turpin

Reducing forest density and fuels is essential for 
securing forest health.* 

- Malcolm North 

“It is more historical and useful to view human stewardship as 
‘natural’. Native Americans both introduced and regulated fire in 
many coastal redwood areas and it seems to have been for the 
better. Our involvement is certainly critical now and does not 
have to be viewed as artificial intervention but part of a larger 
reassertion of our identity as conservators of the land.” 

- Barbara Satink Wolfson



When Lightning Strikes, Laishan Ito



Seed Dispersal by Fire, Laishan Ito



Next Generation, Laishan Ito



Stewardship, Laishan Ito



Close on the Dixie Fire, Ethan Turpin



Wildfire suppression in the United States has had 
a long and varied history. For most of the 20th 
century, any form of wildland fire, whether it was 
naturally caused or otherwise, was quickly sup-
pressed for fear of uncontrollable and destructive 
conflagrations such as the Peshtigo Fire in 1871 and 
the Great Fire of 1910.

Forest History Society





Some of the long term hope for Joshua trees 
would be the better establishment and protection 
of refuge zones that can climatically and ecologi-
cally support long term survival of the species.*

- Chris McDonald

Heartbreak, Miles Lewis

If human activity is responsible for 90% of all 
wildfires, nature is responsible for 10%. Natural 
wildfires have occurred for thousands of years. 
National Geographic notes that it is because 
of this that “certain plants and animals have 
evolved to depend on periodic wildfires for eco-
logical balance.

Out of every ten wildfires that cause damage to 
forests or property, nine are started by people. 
The Insurance Information Institute identifies 
specific human activities that cause wildfires: 
“campfires left unattended, the burning of de-
bris, downed power lines, negligently discarded 
cigarettes and intentional acts of arson.

Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition

Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition



Start Over, Patrick Barwinski



Extra Life, Patrick Barwinski



Last Chance, Patrick Barwinski



Game Over, Patrick Barwinski



Burn Cycle - Green Return,  Ethan Turpin





Be Right Back, Ahlise Vela



Only a Matter of Time, Ahlise Vela



Slow But Steady, Ahlise Vela



It’s All Good, Ahlise Vela





Integration, Miles Lewis

In our own small ways, each of us can become 
part of the solution by ensuring that we reduce 
the proportion of fires started by humans. We 
could also act in an environmentally friendly way 
to reduce the pace of global warming, which 
has been linked to an increase in the number of 
wildfires and the damage they cause.

Unwarranted fire suppression and a misalign-
ment of tradeoffs threatens all three of the plants 
that Treelogy focuses on. A better conserved 
California, for better and worse, may look quite 

different from current ecological layouts.* 
 - Ryan Tompkins

Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition



VIEW THE VIRTUAL EXHIBITION

AHLISE VELA is a muralist + illustrator + Jane of All Trades based out 
of Los Angeles. Her illustrations share funny or relatable everyday 
moments. “My art is a fun vicarious existence.”

ETHAN TURPIN, founder of Burn Cycle Project, works across technol-
ogies to explores human perceptions within large systems, 
often providing public immersive media from otherwise hard to ac-
cess natural phenomena. Working as an independent video producer 
and multimedia artist since 1999, his short videos and large instal-
lations have shown in film festivals and museums internationally, 
spanning topics such as ocean health and wildlife. Ethan is a fire-
line-trained and press-credentialed photographer specializing in fire 
incidents for various media affiliates. 

MILES LEWIS is a studio and public artist from the San Fernando Val-
ley. A CSUN graduate, he founded and directs the Valley Art Work-
shop, a community art school providing programming for all ages and 
skill levels. Through the Workshop, he provides scholarship educa-
tional programming in association with 11:11 Projects. 
A dedicated environmentalist, Miles formed the Tarzana Native Plant 
Fair at the Tarzana Community & Cultural Center.

LAISHAN MUI ITO is an artist, graphic designer, and scientific illustra-
tor based in Los Angeles. She graduated from Art Center College of 
Design with a Bachelor’s degree of Fine Arts in Graphic Design. For 
many years, she has worked for the University of California Riverside 
and the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County Entomology 
and Crustacea Department as a scientific illustrator for research and 
publications. She believes that art plays an important role in building 
human connections and spreading positivity in every community. 

PATRICK BARWINSKI has dedicated his life’s work to giving his art a 
breath of life: visually, emotionally, and historically. Patrick is a proud, 
first generation Peruvian / American born and raised in California.
He is known for his perpetual curiosity and limitless determination to 
express his vision of beauty infused with a profound respect for the 
unconventional.Patrick’s unique style and passion comes from his 
adventures overseas as he studied, worked, lived and indulged in the 
beautiful mix of hispanic and native peruvian culture. 



Thank you to all of the fire experts who graciously dedicated their time to 
educate the curators and artists about the larger role fire plays in our California 
ecosystems. 

*Paraphrases taken from converstaions.
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TreePeople’s mission is to inspire, engage and support 
people to take personal responsibility for the urban 
environment, making it safe, healthy, fun and sustainable 
and to share our process as a model for the world. 
www.treepeople.org

The California Wilderness Coalition (CalWild) protects and 
restores the state’s wildest natural landscapes and 
watersheds on public lands. These important wild places 
provide clean air and water, refuges and habitat 
connections for plants and wildlife, immense cultural 
values, outstanding opportunities for recreation and 
spiritual renewal, and are important tools in addressing 
climate change.

The Burn Cycle Project started as a design and production 
service in 2013 to help grow understanding of wildfire’s 
risks, roles, and behaviors.  We offer narrative, immersive 
and interactive media experiences for both professionals 
and residents living near fire-lands.  Content is generated 
through collaborations with fire services, scientists, artists, 
journalists, and educators, for exhibition in public spaces.  
Whether from the fireline or a data-stream, our communi-
cation holds attention. 
www.burncycleproject.com






